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All major challenges Europe faces: mounting debtsl aleficits,
innovation deficit, lack of competitiveness, weakisocial cohesion,
globalisation and increased competition, demog@aphange, migration
and immigration, climate change, energy security efficiency - are of
direct concern to our cities. Europe's challengestfae challenges of the
cities.

But cities also take active part in globalisati@siobal urbanisation is
today of an unprecedented scale and speed. Ofec&iusopean urban
areas are unique but they face the same globadenhak as American

and Asian cities and strive to remain major playerdhe globalised



world. They have to find the right responses arel theed to be fast.

Europe as a whole will benefit from their success.

Our duty as policy makers is to identify how toateean environment
that fosters sustainable urban development. An@ald ryour Toledo
Declaration as aiming at stepping up efforts toatrethe right
environment for urban development. It stresses nkeed of more
continuity and coordination in moving towards a f&wean Urban
Agenda". It also highlights the role the Europeastitutions play and can
play in the future, acknowledging, first of all tikentinuous efforts and
contributions to the urban agenda made by the EamgCommission,
particularly through the urban dimension of cohespwlicy but also

through the coordination of urban dimension of otaagropean policies.

The European Parliament strongly supports yourtiposas expressed in
Toledo Declaration. We are ready to increase oapemtion with other
institutions and organisations working in this diein particular those
representing cities and towns, both through thekwabthe Committee on
Regional Development and the work of the Intergromp urban

development chaired by Jan Olbrycht.

With regard to Europe 2020 strategy, the Europeahafent has urged
for an improved governance system in line withghaciples of multi-
level governance and partnership that have prdveid added value in
cohesion policy.

Regional and local levels of European governanege bize capacity to

translate European strategic goals into their @amitorial specificities



and they can effectively pursue common Europeasctibes, exploiting
the competencies and policy tools that you havegited to them.

A city or a town is often a place where all elensasita solution to a
major European challenge and all partners needfd@nd implement
the solution can be brought togethEnat is why the EP has pointed at
the key role of cities in achieving the EU2020 goakged that their
experience and contribution be taken into accaumhplementing the
EU2020 priorities. A real partnership with citiasrithg implementation
can facilitate bringing on board universities, kaytners for a better

future.

It is true that the European Union does not hagardallirect competence
In urban affairs, but many of its policies havegmgicant impact on
cities and their capacity to deal with the currglobal challenges and the
post-crisis growth strategies. Union cannot betaegs of urban
development, it must be involved. That is why Eiestrongly supports

strengthening of the urban dimension in Cohesidityo

| am confident that the Commission will proposesahanced urban
development policy post-2013, based on sustainablken development
and good urban governance. | am also confidenthieat/RBACT I,
JESSICA, URBAN AUDIT, URBAN ATLAS will continue the
contribution to improving efficiency and effectivess of urban policy.

We consider urban development a high priority ihesion policy. We
see also the need of a clear role for urban aagermediary structures
in the next programming period. We will encourageolvement of local

authorities and cities in policy design and implemagon. We will also



support integrated approach to sustainable urbaela@ment, based on
territorial and social cohesion in the frameworkaosimplified delivery

system. All European funds should work together.

We see the great value of future expansion of irrengineering tools
and the involvement of the European Investment Bankacilitating

access to funding urban change. We agree with at dn effort is
needed to enhance a common understanding of whattegrated
approach in urban development as the challengdsesva this context
let me emphasize that separating European Socrad Fiom cohesion

policy would seriously undermine this approach.

We will support your efforts and those of the Ewwap Commission to
reinforce administrative capacity of urban goven®w@and to use more
efficiently existing financial, human and organisatl resources. In the
post-crisis time, also in urban development morkt mave to be done

with most likely less resources.

Many members of the REGI Committee are activelyoived in the
Urban Intergroup. But the Urban Intergroup is agprof the emerging
importance of the urban dimension as a horizorttalne inside the

European Parliament.

We, in the REGI Committee of the European Parlignae strongly
convinced that in the future cohesion policy showthain an essential
part of the EU economic policy framework, targetialyo territorial
factors of competitiveness. This policy has devetbpcapacity of

mobilising regional and local actors to pursue [pesn priorities.



However, as other EU policy areas also provide stpp urban areas,
linkages between different policies need to be owpd and the

implementation of the integrated approach neeti® teecured.

In the post-crisis era, more than ever, the Eunogdaion must back
cities in their efforts to transform their economi@to sustainable and
competitive ones. The Toledo Declaration is an irtggd milestone in
the pursuit of addressing urban challenges of toalay tomorrow. |
would like to assure you that Committee on Regidd@velopment will
deliver a clear voice on sustainable urban devetopinand European

Urban Agenda during the reflection on the post 204di&y priorities.



